YEAR 11 POST-16 DECISION: 
🟢 ACCEPT / SUPPORT
The young person:
☐ Can explain their choice
☐ Has researched it
☐ Understands what it involves
☐ Has realistic expectations
☐ Has considered alternatives
☐ Appears to own the decision
→ Support and signpost as appropriate.

🟠 EXPLORE
The young person:
☐ Hasn't researched much
☐ Is influenced strongly by others
☐ Has some misconceptions
☐ Hasn't considered alternatives
☐ Is uncertain about their decision
☐ Knows the destination but not the route
→ Have a brief conversation. Consider whether referral would add value.

🔴 REFER
The young person:
☐ Doesn't know what they want
☐ Can't explain their decision
☐ Is experiencing significant pressure/conflict
☐ Has unrealistic expectations or major misconceptions
☐ Has a very narrow view of their options
☐ Is making a decision that needs more specialist exploration
☐ Needs personalised careers guidance beyond the teacher's role
☐ Is asking the teacher to make the decision for them
→ Refer to the careers professional.

